
 

 

 
 

 
 

Where are we Headed? 
Sunday, September 24, 2017 

 

 

Big Idea: The story of the Kingdom begins with the 
ending in mind, because God always leads us from the 
future.  
 
Scripture: And he carried me away in the Spirit to a 
great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city 
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, 
having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare 
jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. ...  And I saw no 
temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the 
Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of 
sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it 
light, and its lamp is the Lamb. Revelation 21:10 - 23 
 
What is the residual Principle? - "to know the meaning 
or purpose of something, we must look at the final 
result".    
 



The prophet Ezekiel paints a beautiful picture story 
about how the flow of life is intended by God. When 
we look at the end of his illustration, we see the 
residual of eternal fruitfulness.     
 
Then he brought me back to the door of the house; and 
behold, water was flowing from under the threshold of 
the house toward the east, for the house faced east. 
And the water was flowing down from under, from the 
right side of the house, from south of the altar. He 
brought me out by way of the north gate and led me 
around on the outside to the outer gate by way of the 
gate that faces east. And behold, water was trickling 
from the south side. 
 
When the man went out toward the east with a line in 
his hand, he measured a thousand cubits, and he led 
me through the water, water reaching the ankles. 
Again, he measured a thousand and led me through 
the water, water reaching the knees. Again, he 
measured a thousand and led me through the water, 
water reaching the loins. Again, he measured a 
thousand; and it was a river that I could not ford, for 
the water had risen enough water to swim in, a river 



that could not be forded. He said to me, “Son of man, 
have you seen this?”  
 
Then he brought me back to the bank of the river. Now 
when I had returned, behold, on the bank of the river 
there were very many trees on the one side and on the 
other. Then he said to me, “These waters go out 
toward the eastern region and go down into the 
Arabah; then they go toward the sea, being made to 
flow into the sea, and the waters of the sea become 
fresh.  
 
“It will come about that every living creature which 
swarms in every place where the river goes, will live. 
And there will be very many fish, for these waters go 
there and the others become fresh; so, everything will 
live where the river goes. “And it will come about that 
fishermen will stand beside it; from Engedi to Eneglaim 
there will be a place for the spreading of nets. Their fish 
will be according to their kinds, like the fish of the 
Great Sea, very many.  
 
“But its swamps and marshes will not become fresh; 
they will be left for salt. “By the river on its bank, on 
one side and on the other, will grow all kinds of trees 



for food. Their leaves will not wither and their fruit will 
not fail. They will bear every month because their 
water flows from the sanctuary, and their fruit will be 
for food and their leaves for healing.” 
 
What does Ezekiel mean by his illustration? 
 
The water, a picture of the Holy Spirit, flows from the 
Temple (the Church) and grows deeper and deeper 
until full fruitfulness (ultimate Kingdom purpose) 
comes. 
 
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you 
are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God’s 
household, having been built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the 
corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted 
together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, in 
whom you also are being built together into a dwelling 
of God in the Spirit.  Ephesians 2:19-22 NASB 
 
Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, 
and that you are not your own? For you have been 



bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.  
1 Corinthians 6:19c-20 NASB 
 
"He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his 
innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’” John 
7:38 NASB 
 
"But its swamps and marshes will not become fresh; 
they will be left for salt". Ezekiel 47:11  
 
The swamps and marshes picture the areas of our lives 
where we don't allow the Holy Spirit to flow and don't 
give him freedom to do his work.    
If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he 
will receive a reward.  If any man’s work is burned up, 
he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so 
as through fire. 
1 Corinthians 3:14-15 NASB 
 
 
 
The residual can be seen in the end of the story, in 
the last chapters of the Bible.  
 



Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, 
bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of 
the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; 
also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its 
twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The 
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 
Revelation 22:1-2 ESV 
 
No longer will there be anything accursed, but the 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his 
servants will worship him. They will see his face, and 
his name will be on their foreheads. And night will be 
no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the 
Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever 
and ever. Revelation 22 :3-5 ESV 
 
The answer to the question "where are we headed?" 
is found in the end of God's book. 
 
... but just as it is written, “Things which eye has not 
seen and ear has not heard, And which have not 
entered the heart of man, All that God has prepared for 
those who love Him.” 
1 Corinthians 2:9 NASB.  
 



Although heaven is virtually indescribable we do know 
that we will be ruling in partnership with Jesus. So, life 
on earth is preparatory for our graduation and 
ultimate destiny.   


