
 

 

 
 

Growing Grass in Winter 

December 17, 2017 
 

Main Point: Joy is not presents, it’s presence. Joy 
is the result of being filled with the Holy Spirit.  
 

A River from God is better than a Well in the 
Ground 

John 7:37-39 “On the last day, the climax of the 
festival, Jesus stood and shouted to the 
crowds, “Anyone who is thirsty may come to 
me! Anyone who believes in me may come and 
drink! For the Scriptures declare, ‘Rivers of living 
water will flow from his heart.’” (When he said 
“living water,” he was speaking of the Spirit, who 
would be given to everyone believing in him. But 
the Spirit had not yet been given, because Jesus 
had not yet entered into his glory.)” (NLT) 



• Jesus looks at the people and says, “anyone 
who is thirsty may come to me” 

• The atmosphere around you won’t shake 
you if the atmosphere within you is a river 
of living water 

 

Joy is the PRESENCE of Jesus, not the ABSENCE of 
problems 

Psalm 16:1, 5-11 “Preserve me, O God, for in you I 
take refuge…The LORD is my chosen portion and 
my cup; you hold my lot. The lines have fallen for 
me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a beautiful 
inheritance. I bless the LORD who gives me 
counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me. I 
have set the LORD always before me; because he is 
at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. Therefore 
my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my 
flesh also dwells secure. For you will not abandon 
my soul to Sheol or let your holy one see 
corruption. You make known to me the path of life; 



in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your 
right hand are pleasures forevermore.” 

• God is a refuge 

• God is our portion and our cup 

• God is our counsellor  

• God is our source of Joy 

• God is our source of pleasures forevermore 
 

Joy is a natural result of DELIGHTING in the law of 
the Lord 

Psalm 1:1-3 “Blessed is the man who walks not in 
the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of 
sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his 
delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he 
meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted 
by streams of water that yields its fruit in its 
season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he 
does, he prospers.” 

• Don’t walk in the counsel 

• Don’t’ stand in the way 



• Don’t sit in the seat 
 

Good News of Great Joy 

Romans 15:13- “May the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power 
of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” 

 

Galatians 5:22- ‘But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace etc… 
 

Luke 2:10- “And the angel said to them, “Fear not, 
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people.” 
 

Joyful Lambs among Wolves 

Luke 10:1-3 “After this the Lord appointed seventy-
two others and sent them on ahead of him, two by 
two, into every town and place where he himself 
was about to go. 2And he said to them, “The 
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 
Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest 



to send out laborers into his harvest. 3Go your 
way; behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the 
midst of wolves.” 

 

Luke 10: 17-21  “The seventy-two returned with 
joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to 
us in your name!” And he said to them, “I saw 
Satan fall like lightning from heaven. Behold, I 
have given you authority to tread on serpents and 
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, 
and nothing shall hurt you. Nevertheless, do not 
rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, 
but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

In that same hour he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and 
said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, that you have hidden these things from the 
wise and understanding and revealed them to little 
children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious 
will.” 
 

Conclusion: 



• We can be joyful lambs among wolves 

• We can plant seed in any season of our life 

• We can grow grass in winter 


