
 
 
 
 

 
 

This is our Story 
August 19, 2018 | Pastor Barry Buzza 

 

Big Idea. The Book of Acts begins a 
new chapter where the followers of 
Jesus, now called "people of the Way" 
or "the Church", were given the Holy 
Spirit to help us fulfill our Kingdom 
mandate. Jesus spent his last evening 
before the cross explaining to his 
followers what was about to happen. 
 

Scriptures: "You did not choose Me but 
I chose you, and appointed you that 
you would go and bear fruit, and that 
your fruit would remain, so that 



whatever you ask of the Father in My 
name He may give to you. John 15:16 
NASB 
 

“But I tell you the truth, it is to your 
advantage that I go away; for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come 
to you; but if I go, I will send Him to 
you". John 16:7 NASB 
 

And then Jesus prayed for his 
followers: “The glory which You have 
given Me I have given to them, that 
they may be one, just as We are one; I 
in them and You in Me, that they may 
be perfected in unity, so that the world 
may know that You sent Me, and loved 
them, even as You have loved Me".  
John 17:22-23 NASB 

 



 

After his resurrection  

Jesus spent another forty days 
teaching his followers about how the 
Kingdom operates and what our 
responsibilities and privileges would 
be. 
 

To these He also presented Himself 
alive after His suffering, by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them 
over a period of forty days and 
speaking of the things concerning the 
kingdom of God. Acts 1:3 NASB 
 

And then, as he promised, Jesus sent 
his Holy Spirit to help them in their 
assignment. but you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be My witnesses 



both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and even to the remotest 
part of the earth.”  
Acts 1:8 NASB 
 

When the day of Pentecost had come 

They were all together in one place. 
And suddenly there came from heaven 
a noise like a violent rushing wind, and 
it filled the whole house where they 
were sitting. And there appeared to 
them tongues as of fire distributing 
themselves, and they rested on each 
one of them. And they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
with other tongues, as the Spirit was 
giving them utterance. Acts 2:1-4 NASB 
 

Peter said to the Jewish pilgrims who'd 
come to Jerusalem, and to us also, 



"This is for you!" “Repent, and each of 
you be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. “For the promise is for you and 
your children and for all who are far 
off, as many as the Lord our God will 
call to Himself.” Acts 2:38-39 NASB 

The Apostles were leading the way and 
modelling how Kingdom authority 
should operate.  At the hands of the 
apostles many signs and wonders were 
taking place among the people; and 
they were all with one accord in 
Solomon’s portico. But none of the rest 
dared to associate with them; 
however, the people held them in high 
esteem. And all the more believers in 
the Lord, multitudes of men and 
women, were constantly added to their 



number, to such an extent that they 
even carried the sick out into the 
streets and laid them on cots and 
pallets, so that when Peter came by at 
least his shadow might fall on any one 
of them. Also the people from the cities 
in the vicinity of Jerusalem were 
coming together, bringing people who 
were sick or afflicted with unclean 
spirits, and they were all being healed.   
Acts 5:12-16 NASB 
 

But it wasn't only for the Apostles.   

The gift of the Holy Spirit and his 
Kingdom authority was being passed 
on to everyone who would receive it. 
Therefore, those who had been 
scattered went about preaching the 
word. Philip (a layman) went down to 
the city of Samaria and began 



proclaiming Christ to them. The crowd 
with one accord were giving attention 
to what was said by Philip, as they 
heard and saw the signs which he was 
performing.  For in the case of many 
who had unclean spirits, they were 
coming out of them shouting with a 
loud voice; and many who had been 
paralyzed and lame were healed. So 
there was much rejoicing in the city.  
Acts 8:4-8 NASB 
 

The Apostle Paul wrote to the young 
church in Thessalonica how the 
Kingdom message was expanding. ... 
for our gospel did not come to you in 
word only, but also in power and in the 
Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just 
as you know what kind of men we 
proved to be among you for your sake 



You also became imitators of us and of 
the Lord, having received the word in 
much tribulation with the joy of the 
Holy Spirit, so that you became an 
example to all the believers in 
Macedonia and in Achaia. For the 
word of the Lord has sounded forth 
from you, not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but also in every place your 
faith toward God has gone forth, so 
that we have no need to say anything. 
1 Thessalonians 1:5-8 NASB 
 

The Apostle Paul ended his life in 
prison but remained focused on the 
Kingdom. The last comment that we 
have on his life before Paul was 
beheaded was, And he stayed two full 
years in his own rented quarters and 
was welcoming all who came to him, 



preaching the Kingdom of God and 
teaching concerning the Lord Jesus 
Christ with all openness, unhindered.  
Acts 28:30-31 
 

We each have a Circle of Influence    

Jesus’ message was always the 
Kingdom of God, But He said to them, 
“I must preach the Kingdom of God to 
the other cities also, for I was sent for 
this purpose.”  Luke 4:43 
 

We have joined up as co-rulers to 
proclaim that the King has come to 
rescue us and to return to us what 
Adam and Eve lost—to restore 
harmony between God and man, man 
and others, man and himself, and man 
and creation.  Your Kingdom come, 
Your will be done, on earth as it is in 



heaven. Matthew 6:10. That’s why we 
exist. Wherever we see God’s rule 
being violated by sin, disorder, 
demons, sickness or poverty, we have 
been given the authority to reinstate 
the authority of the King.  


