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Big Idea: A group of people who 
have a common faith in God, are 
united by their love for him, and 
behave in such a way that the 
world around will believe in him 
and believe that God loves them 
also. 
 

The letter Paul wrote to the 
Church in Ephesus gives us six 



pictures of the Church 
 

Ephesians 1: The Body of Christ 

And He put all things in subjection 
under His feet and gave Him as 
head over all things to the church, 
which is His body, the fullness of 
Him who fills all in all.  Ephesians 
1:22-23 NASB 
 

The Body is under the control of 
the head. Each person who is part 
of the Church is pictured as a part 
of the body. For the body is not 
one member, but many. If the foot 
says, “Because I am not a hand, I 



am not a part of the body,” it is 
not for this reason any the less a 
part of the body. And if the ear 
says, “Because I am not an eye, I 
am not a part of the body,” it is 
not for this reason any the less a 
part of the body. If the whole body 
were an eye, where would the 
hearing be? If the whole were 
hearing, where would the sense of 
smell be? But now God has placed 
the members, each one of them, in 
the body, just as He desired. If they 
were all one member, where 



would the body be? But now there 
are many members, but one body.  

And the eye cannot say to the 
hand, “I have no need of you”; or 
again the head to the feet, “I have 
no need of you.” On the contrary, 
it is much truer that the members 
of the body which seem to be 
weaker are necessary; and those 
members of the body which we 
deem less honorable, on these we 
bestow more abundant honor, and 
our less presentable members 
become much more presentable, 
whereas our more presentable 



members have no need of it. But 
God has so composed the body, 
giving more abundant honor to 
that member which lacked, so that 
there may be no division in the 
body, but that the members may 
have the same care for one 
another. And if one member 
suffers, all the members suffer 
with it; if one member is honored, 
all the members rejoice with it.  
1 Corinthians 12:14-26 NASB 
 
Ephesians 2: The Temple of the 
Holy Spirit 
So then you are no longer 



strangers and aliens, but you are 
fellow citizens with the saints, and 
are of God’s household, having 
been built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
Himself being the corner stone, in 
whom the whole building, being 
fitted together, is growing into a 
holy temple in the Lord, in whom 
you also are being built together 
into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. 
Ephesians 2:19-22 NASB 
 
The Church is Holy Temple for the 
exclusive habitation of the person 
who lives within. Each person, in 



this metaphor, is compared to a 
stone in the Temple. 
 
Ephesians 3: The Mystery of the 
Kingdom 
By referring to this, when you read 
you can understand my insight 
into the mystery of Christ, which in 
other generations was not made 
known to the sons of men, as it 
has now been revealed to His holy 
apostles and prophets in the Spirit; 
to be specific, that the Gentiles are 
fellow heirs and fellow members of 
the body, and fellow partakers of 
the promise in Christ Jesus through 



the gospel ... To me, the very least 
of all saints, this grace was given, 
to preach to the Gentiles the 
unfathomable riches of Christ, and 
to bring to light what is the 
administration of the mystery 
which for ages has been hidden in 
God who created all things; so that 
the manifold wisdom of God might 
now be made known through the 
church to the rulers and the 
authorities in the heavenly places. 
Ephesians 3:4-10 NASB 
 
The Church is a Mystery 

understood only by the initiated. 



The mystery, which is now 

revealed to all who want to 

understand, was hidden 

throughout the Old Testament 

era. The mystery is that Jesus 

Christ lives within us and that we 

live in him. 
 
Ephesians 4: A New Man 
... that, in reference to your former 
manner of life, you lay aside the 
old self, which is being corrupted 
in accordance with the lusts of 
deceit, and that you be renewed in 
the spirit of your mind, and put on 



the new self, which in the likeness 
of God has been created in 
righteousness and holiness of the 
truth. Ephesians 4:22-24 NASB 
 
When we are born again, 
everything is different. We 
become new creations, like a 
caterpillar becomes a butterfly. 
This metamorphosis is pictured by 
baptism.  Therefore if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creature; the 
old things passed away; behold, 
new things have come. 2 
Corinthians 5:17 NASB 
   



 

Ephesians 5: Marriage — We are the bride 
of Christ 
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also 
loved the church and gave Himself up for 
her, so that He might sanctify her, having 
cleansed her by the washing of water with 
the word, that He might present to Himself 
the church in all her glory, having no spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing; but that she 
would be holy and blameless.  Ephesians 
5:25-27 NASB 

Marriage is a beautiful picture of our love 

relationship with Jesus. We, as the bride, 

leave our old world, and become one with 

our groom, who loves us unconditionally.  

Listen, O daughter, give attention and incline 

your ear: Forget your people and your 

father’s house; Then the King will desire your 



beauty. Because He is your Lord, bow down 

to Him. Psalms 45:10c-11 NASB 
 

Ephesians 6: The Army of God 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the 
strength of His might. Put on the full armor 
of God, so that you will be able to stand firm 
against the schemes of the devil. For our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the powers, 
against the world forces of this darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of wickedness in 
the heavenly places. Ephesians 6:10-12 
 

The Church is an army under the command 

of the King. The army is armed, protected 

and obedient to its leader’s every command, 

ready to fight evil forces and subdue them in 

the power of Jesus’ name. For though we 

walk in the flesh, we do not war according to 



the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are 

not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the 

destruction of fortresses. We are destroying 

speculations and every lofty thing raised up 

against the knowledge of God, and we are 

taking every thought captive to the 

obedience of Christ, and we are ready to 

punish all disobedience, whenever your 

obedience is complete. 2 Corinthians 10:3-6



 


