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Main Point:  Doubt can lead to discovery, but it is 
usually the enemy of faith. 
 

Doubt focuses on defeat 

• John began to doubt Jesus because of the 
prison he was in 
 

“After Jesus finished instructing the twelve 
disciples, He went on from there to teach and 
preach in the towns of Galilee. When John heard in 
prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 
to ask him, ‘Are you the one who was to come, or 
should we expect someone else?’ Jesus replied, “Go 
back and report to John what you hear and see. 
The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who 
have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are 



raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 
Blessed is the man who does not fall away on 
account of me.” Matthew 11: 1-6 NIV 
 

• John’s circumstance caused him to doubt who 
Jesus was.  
Doubt will always settle in when you feel 
defeated. 

 

Doubt questions a testimony 

• Testimonies build faith 

• John forgot the testimony 

• John the Baptist, the forerunner for Christ. The 
last Old Testament prophet whose sole 
purpose was to announce the coming of the 
Messiah says, “are you the one who was to 
come?” 

• John isn’t just doubting the testimony of Jesus, 
he is also doubting his own testimony 

• This is what doubt attacks- doubt attacks what 
you HEAR and SEE 
 



Doubt is the first temptation for Eve 
 
“Did God really say?”- doubt will always question 
what you have heard and seen. Genesis 3:1 NIV 
 

Doubt attacks identity and purpose 

• Who are you and why are you here? 
 

• Here is John the Baptist … “are you the one to 
come?” 

• Jesus simply says: “Go and tell John what you 
hear and see: The blind receive sight, the lame 
walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good 
news is preached to the poor. Blessed is the 
man who does not fall away on account of me.” 

 

“Blessed is the one who is not offended by Me” 
Matthew 11: 1-6 ESV 

• The enemy will always attack identity and 
purpose of a believer because if he gets you 
there, he will begin to erode your faith 



 

Doubt is the enemy of faith 

• Faith is not proof, but it is certainty 
 

• Jesus tells John’s disciples to HEAR and SEE but 
Faith is actually not based on what you HEAR 
and SEE…it’s an assurance in what you don’t 
see 

• John has more faith before he heard and 
saw…isn’t that ironic 

 

“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and 
certain of what we do not see…by faith we 
understand that the universe was formed at God’s 
command, so that what is seen was not made out 
of what was visible” Hebrews 11:1 NET 
 
“As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to 
speak to the crowd about John: John is more than 
a prophet. He prepared the way for Jesus and there 
is no man born of a woman who is greater than 
John the Baptist. Jesus also says that whoever is 



the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
John.” Matthew 11:7-11 (paraphrase) 

• Two things happen here: Jesus honours John 
the Baptist and reveals His faith in John…Jesus 
also tells every believer that has faith in Him 
that they are greater than John the Baptist  

 

Doubt criticizes and judges 

• One thing the pharisees and teachers of the 
law did well was criticize and judge Jesus 

“Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. 
It was winter, and Jesus was in the temple courts 
walking in Solomon’s Colonnade.  The Jews who 
were there gathered around him, saying, “How long 
will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, 
tell us plainly.” 

Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not 
believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify 
about me, but you do not believe because you are 
not my sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know 
them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, 



and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them 
out of my hand.  My Father, who has given them to 
me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out 
of my Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.” 

Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him.” 
John 10:22-31 NIV 

 

• The Jews were so set in their ways that they 
missed the Messiah 

• Most people that miss the move of God are 
critical and judgmental 

• The Jews already made a judgment- Jesus was 
not the Messiah…it didn’t matter what Jesus 
said or Jesus did, He was not their Messiah. 

Jesus knew He was dealing with judgmental people 
which is why He says, “if you don’t believe in me, 
believe in my works” John 10:38 NIV 

Application:  

Ask God to remove Doubt 



“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds, because 
you know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance.  Let perseverance finish its work so 
that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything.  If any of you lacks wisdom, you should 
ask God, who gives generously to all without 
finding fault, and it will be given to you. But when 
you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because 
the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, 
blown and tossed by the wind. That person should 
not expect to receive anything from the Lord. Such 
a person is double-minded and unstable in all they 
do.”  
James 1:2-7 NIV 

 

• Ask God to remove doubt from your heart 

• Doubting makes a person DOUBLE-MINDED 
and UNSTABLE is ALL they do 

• You possess the Mind of Christ and Stability in 
ALL you do…that will only come from FAITH  
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