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Big Idea: Paul answers the questions “Who are 

the Church?” and “How can we be the 

Church?” in his simple illustration of a vessel 

ready to be used for whatever the owner 

desires.  

 

Scripture:  Work hard so you can present 

yourself to God and receive  

His approval. Be a good worker, one who does 

not need to be ashamed and who correctly 

explains the word of truth.  Avoid worthless, 

foolish talk that only leads to more godless 



behaviour. This kind of talk spreads like cancer, 

as in the case of Hymenaeus and Philetus. They 

have left  

the path of truth, claiming that the resurrection 

of the dead has already occurred; in this way, 

they have turned some people away from the 

faith. 

 

But God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this 

seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and 

“All who belong to the Lord must turn away  

from evil.”  

 

In a wealthy home some utensils are made of 

gold and silver, and some are made of wood 

and clay. The expensive utensils are used for 

special occasions, and the cheap ones are for 



everyday use. If you keep yourself pure, you will 

be a special utensil for honorable use.  

Your life will be clean, and you will be ready for 

the Master to use you for every good work.  2 

Timothy 2:15-21 NLT 

 
Who is the Church?  

“The firm foundation of God” is the Church, 

and its seal is the brandmark of its owner.  

There are two quotations which stand as pillars 

firmly holding the Church.   

 

“The Lord knows those who are His,” reminds 

us of the difficult story in Matthew where it 

says “On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, 

Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and 

cast out demons in your name, and do many 

mighty works in your name?’  And then will I 

declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart 



from me, you workers of lawlessness.’  

Matthew 7:22-23 ESV 

 

“All who belong to the Lord must turn away 

from evil.” The second pillar describes how 

God recognizes his Church. “And someone said 

to him, “Lord, will those who are saved be 

few?” And he said to them, “Strive to enter 

through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, 

will seek to enter and will not be able. When 

once the master of the house has risen and 

shut the door, and you begin to stand outside 

and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to 

us,’ then he will answer you, ‘I do not know 

where you come from.’ Then you will begin to 

say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and 

you taught in our streets.’ But he will say, ‘I tell 

you, I do not know where you come from. 



Depart from me, all you workers of evil!’”  Luke 

13:23c-27 ESV 

 

God is not as interested in where we have 

reached, but rather in what direction we are 

headed. David said it in a similar way.  The 

steps of a man are established by the Lord, 

when he delights in his way; though  

he fall, he shall not be cast headlong, for the 

Lord upholds his hand. 

Psalms 37:23-24 ESV 

How can we be the Church? 

The Church consists of good and not so good 

people, but we are not the judge. “Again, the 

kingdom of heaven is like a net that was 

thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every 

kind. When it was full, men drew it ashore and 

sat down and sorted the good into containers 



but threw away the bad. Matthew 13:47-48 

ESV 
 

It is the responsibility of the Church to keep 

ourselves free from polluting influences and to 

be clean and ready for our Master’s use.  
 

In a wealthy home some utensils are made of 

gold and silver, and some are made of wood 

and clay. The expensive utensils are used for 

special occasions, and the cheap ones are for 

everyday use. If you keep yourself pure, you will 

be a special utensil for honorable use. Your life 

will be clean, and you will be ready for the 

Master to use you for every good work.   

2 Timothy 2:20-21 NLT 
 

Application: The Master Craftsman has created 

each of us for a distinct purpose. Some may 



seem glorious and others seem to be ignoble. 

Our privilege is simply to be clean and ready to 

serve wherever God wants to use us. The word 

that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: “Arise, 

and go down to the potter’s house, and there I 

will let you hear my words.”  So I went down to 

the potter’s house, and there he was working 

at his wheel.  And the vessel he was making of 

clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he 

reworked it into another vessel, as it seemed 

good to the potter to do.  Jeremiah 18:1-4 ESV 
 

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand, that we 

should walk in them.  

Ephesians 2:10 ESV 

 

 


