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Big Idea: There are many metaphors which 
describe how God sees his Church. In each of 
them, the central theme is that God loves you 
and has a special purpose for you.  
 
The Church as a body. Thank God for every 
member of our bodies — without anyone 
doing its part, we would be physically 
handicapped  
 
For as in one body we have many members, 
and the members do not all have the same 
function, so we, though many, are one body in 



Christ, and individually members one of 
another.  Romans 12:4-5 ESV 
 
For the body does not consist of one member 
but of many.  If the foot should say, “Because I 
am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” 
that would not make it any less a part of the 
body. And if the ear should say, “Because I am 
not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that 
would not make it any less a part of the body.  
If the whole body were an eye, where would be 
the sense of hearing? If the whole body were 
an ear, where would be the sense of smell? But 
as it is, God arranged the members in the body, 
each one of them, as he chose.  If all were a 
single member, where would the body be?  As 
it is, there are many parts, yet one body.  1 
Corinthians 12:14-20 ESV 
 
 
 



The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no 
need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I 
have no need of you.”  On the contrary, the 
parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, and on those parts of the body 
that we think less honorable we bestow the 
greater honour, and our unpresentable parts 
are treated with greater modesty,  which our 
more presentable parts do not require. But God 
has so composed the body, giving greater 
honour to the part that lacked it, that there 
may be no division in the body, but that the 
members may have the same care for one 
another.  If one member suffers, all suffer 
together; if one member is honored, all rejoice 
together.   
 
Now you are the body of Christ and individually 
members of it. 
1 Corinthians 12:21-27 ESV 
 



The Church as a building. Can you imagine a 
house made of bricks and one of the bricks is 
missing? There’d be a big hole in the house.  
 
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, 
but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God,  built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ 
Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom 
the whole structure, being joined together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you 
also are being built together into a dwelling 
place for God by the Spirit.    
Ephesians 2:19-22 ESV 
 
According to the grace of God given to me, like 
a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and 
someone else is building upon it. Let each one 
take care how he builds upon it.  For no one 
can lay a foundation other than that which is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ.  Now if anyone builds 



on the foundation with gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, straw—  each one’s work 
will become manifest, for the Day will disclose 
it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the 
fire will test what sort of work each one has 
done.  1 Corinthians 3:10-13 ESV 
As you come to him, a living stone rejected by 
men but in the sight of God chosen and 
precious,  you yourselves like living stones are 
being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.   1 
Peter 2:4-5 ESV 
 
The Church is a family. If one were missing, 
we’d do anything to find him or her.  
 
... and I will be a father to you, and you shall be 
sons and daughters to me, says the Lord 
Almighty.”  2 Corinthians 6:18 ESV 
 



And he said, “There was a man who had two 
sons. And the younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the share of property 
that is coming to me. ’And he divided his 
property between them ... 
 
And he arose and came to his father. But while 
he was still a long way off, his father saw him 
and felt compassion, and ran and embraced 
him and kissed him. And the son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you. I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son.’   But the father said to his servants, 
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, 
and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his 
feet.  And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and 
let us eat and celebrate.  For this my son was 
dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is 
found. ’And they began to celebrate.  Luke 
15:11-24 ESV 
 



Jesus describes the Church as his bride. Both 
Groom and bride are necessary to make a 
marriage. What a sad day would be if there 
was a “run-away-bride”! 
 
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and 
mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh.”  This mystery is 
profound, and I am saying that it refers to 
Christ and the church.   Ephesians 5:31-33a ESV 
Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his 
Bride has made herself ready; it was granted 
her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and 
pure”— for the fine linen is the righteous deeds 
of the saints.  Revelation 19:7-8 ESV 
 
For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I 
betrothed you to one husband, to present you 
as a pure virgin to Christ.   
2 Corinthians 11:2 ESV 



 
Where do you see yourself in the body of 
Christ? God’s building, God’s family and as 
God’s bride? 


